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NOTES AND NEWS. 

Prof. Carlos F. de Mello, of S. Paulo, is about to publish in 
Berlin, in French, a work on The Laws of Geography. This work 
consists of two parts. In the first the author considers the prob- 
lem of the laws of science, and applies it to the present state of 
geography ; in the second he studies the laws of mutual dependence. 

The facts and the proofs, from the point of view of statical 
geophysics, are made to speak for themselves, either by the geo- 
graphical and historical demonstration of their truth or their errone- 
ousness, or by the revival of principles seemingly forgotten. 

A bibliography of 500 entries, arranged chronologically, will 
enable the reader to turn to the sources. 

It is announced in the National Geographic Magazine for 
October that the next International Geographical Congress (the 
Eighth) will be held in Washington in 1904, under the auspices of 
the National Geographic Society. 

Prof. George Davidson, of the University of California, sends 
the following interesting communication, made by him to the Geo- 
graphical Society of the Pacific: 

Davidson Observatory 

San Francisco, California, 
August 26/01. 
The Geographical Society of the Pacific, San Francisco: 

Gentlemen : 

During the last four years I have had numerous inquiries concerning the 
origin of the name Cape Nome, on the Northwest Coast of Norton Sound, Alaska. I 
searched every available chart and narrative of that region to trace it home. 

I traced it back to Admiralty chart No. 2172, of 1853, as being the earliest to use 
the name; it is not in the Great Atlas of Tebenkof of 1848-52, devoted to the 
North Pacific. 

I looked up the tracks of the Sir John Franklin rescue ships H. M. frigate 
" Herald " and brig " Plover" (i845-'5i), and became satisfied the name was given 
in the cruises of one or other of those vessels. 

A short time since I wrote to the Chief Hydrographer of the Admiralty and 
asked if the name Nome appeared among the lists of officers of the " Herald " and 
" Plover." 

To-day I have a letter from the Hydrographer of the Admiralty, dated London, 
August 9th, which contains this statement : 

" When the MS. chart of this region was being constructed on board H. M. S. 
' Herald,' attention was drawn to the fact that this point had no name, and a mark 
— (? Name) — was placed against it. 
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"In the hurry of dispatching this chart from the ship this ? appears to have been 
inked in by a rough draughtsman, and appeared as Cape Name ; but the stroke of 
the ' a ' being very indistinct it was interpreted by our draughtsman here as C. Nome, 
and has appeared with this name ever since. 

" This information is from an officer who was on board the ' Herald ' when the 
chart was being constructed." 

So the mystery of the name has been satisfactorily solved. 

Very respectfully, 

George Davidson. 

The Statistics of the French colonies (Importation and Ex- 
portation) for 1898 present the following figures, as printed in the 
volume just issued by the Ministere des Colonies: 

Importation: 289, 132,768^. 70c. This shows an increase 
of 32,326, 29ofr. 66c. over the return for 1879 and an increase 
°f S3 1 II 7>S4 I f r - 87c. above the mean for the five years. 

Exportation: .287,016, 707fr. 86c; an augmentation of 
23,306, o5ofr. 03c, above the figures for 1897 ar >d an increase 
of 38,077,645^. 90c. above the mean for the five years. 
The returns for Algeria and Tunisia are not included in the 
Statistics of the Colonies. 

For Algeria the importations amounted in 1898 to 302,223,058^. 
and the exportations to 285,768,687^. 

For Tunisia the importations in 1898 were 53,521,152^. and the 
exportations 44,196,837^. 

Sr. Julio C£sar Valdes, First Secretary of the Bolivian Lega- 
tion at Santiago de Chile, sends a copy of a work entitled Bolivia y 
Chile, in which he examines the historical antecedents and the 
present state of the question at issue between the two countries. 
The American Geographical Society can have no opinion to express 
on such a matter, but it is a duty to say that Sefior Valdes reasons 
well and closely and presents the case of Bolivia with calmness and 
dignity. He says in his preface: 

This is not a polemical work. It is a plain and brief statement, supported by 
documents, of the right of Bolivia to exercise dominion and sovereignty over the 
desert and shore of Atacama, and of the development of the question with Chile 
since the war of 1879. 

The book was published at Santiago at the close of the year 1900. 

It is a pleasing duty to congratulate the Socidte Nationale 
des Sciences Naturelles et Math6matiques de Cherbourg on the 
approaching completion of its first half-century. The Society was 
founded on the 30th of December, 1851, and more than thirty 
octavo volumes of its publications testify to the learning and 
activity of its members. 
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The Royal Geographical Society of Antwerp will celebrate 
the Twenty-fifth anniversary of its foundation by holding a Carto- 
graphical, Ethnographical, and Maritime Exhibition, to be opened 
in May, 1902. 

Sr. Joao de Moraes Pereira writes from Horta, Fayal, under 
date of August 12, that, with the help of Prof. McLeod, of McGill 
University Observatory, and Mr. Hughes, of the American Com- 
mercial Cable, he has determined telegraphically the position of 
Horta Castle in Latitude 38° 31' 45", north, and Longitude 1 h. 
54 m. 30.61 sec, west of Greenwich. This is thought to be the 
first Portuguese position fixed by time sent across the Atlantic. 

The International Association of the Merchant Marine 
held its first Congress at Monaco on the 12th of April last in the 
Oceanographical Museum, erected for the preservation of the col- 
lections made by the Prince of Monaco in the Bay of Biscay, the 
Cape Verde Islands, Newfoundland, and Spitsbergen, and destined, 
it is hoped, to become the central oceanographic institute of the 
world. 

Fifteen nations were represented at the meeting. 

Mme. Cordozo de Bethencourt presented the first communica- 
tion, on the subject of Homes for Seamen, and the Congress 
favoured the establishment of these houses in all seaports. This 
does not seem to be a new suggestion. 

Lieut. Tapissier made a report on the use of kites and other 
aerial helps for life-saving; and M. Charles Benard, President of 
the Oceanographical Society of the Bay of Biscay, discussing the 
question of life-saving apparatus on shipboard, advocated the prin- 
ciple of insubmergible rafts, utilised in ordinary as gang-planks. 
The sinking of the ship would leave these floating, and before put- 
ting to sea each mariner and passenger should have his place on 
the raft pointed out to him. M. Benard spoke also of the nourish- 
ment of shipwrecked parties by means of systematic fishing, as 
studied and recommended by the Prince of Monaco. 

The Congress hoped to see the adoption of the insubmergible 
rafts on the ocean steamers, and the posting of regulations for the 
embarkation of passengers and crew, in case of disaster, as well as 
the furnishing of the rafts with the apparatus for fishing. 

Chevalier Pesce, Secretary of the Congress, proposed the crea- 
tion of a permanent International Maritime Bureau for the regula- 
tion of ocean travel. The seat of this central Bureau would 
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naturally be Monaco, and the Prince, already burdened with cares, 
none the less accepted the task of moving the great maritime 
Powers to action in the matter. 

Courteous acknowledgment is made of an invitation to attend 
a festival on the 26th and 27th of October, to celebrate the 
Hundredth Anniversary of the foundation of the Naturhistorische 
Gesellschaft in Nurnberg. 

The Geographical Society of Tokyo communicates the sad 
intelligence of the death, on the 24th of May last, of Mr. Watanabe 
Hiromoto, Vice-President of the Society, and its principal founder. 



